
Pre – Transfusion Sampling: Ensuring Safety 
 

Please may I draw to your attention the recognized safe procedure for collecting a pre – transfusion 
blood sample. This is in place to protect our patients and ourselves when we know that mistakes can 
occur when we are human and busy. 
 
It is important to bleed only one patient at a time in order to reduce the risks of a patient identification 
error occurring. The following steps should be followed: 
 

1. Before drawing the sample, ask the patient to state their first name, surname and date of birth 
 

2. Check these details against the patient’s identity wristband* 
 

3. Check the patient’s full name, date of birth and CHI number on the wristband* against the 
completed blood request form 

 
4. Collect blood into the appropriate sample tube and label straight away: 

 

 Hand write the sample tube clearly and accurately at the patient’s side straight after you have 
drawn the sample 

 Take the patient’s details directly from their wristband (not from the notes or the request 
form)** 

 Do not take the unlabelled tube elsewhere to write the patient’s details on 
 
The collection of the blood sample from the patient and the subsequent labelling of the sample 
tube should be performed as one continuous, uninterrupted event at the patient’s (bed) side. 
 
*If the patient is an out-patient and therefore not wearing an identification band, the patient must be 
asked to positively identify themselves verbally by stating their first name, surname and date of birth. 
This information must be checked against their healthcare record and the transfusion request form. 
 
** If the patient is an out-patient and therefore not wearing an identification band, the filled sample 
tube must be hand-labelled at the patient’s side taking the patient’s details directly from their 
healthcare record that has been checked as correct verbally with the patient. Avoid having healthcare 
records for more than one patient with you at the time. 
 
Never pre – label the sample tube (i.e. do not write the details on the sample label in advance of 
drawing the blood).  
 

Mistakes made in collecting the pre – transfusion blood sample can easily lead to the patient 
receiving the wrong unit of blood. This can lead to serious and potentially fatal consequences. 

 
Adhering to safe methods of collecting samples will eliminate this risk. 

 
Your efforts in maintaining blood transfusion safety are greatly valued. Thank you. 

 
If you have any further questions please contact Jane Oldham, Transfusion Practitioner (WGH, SJH) 
at Jane.Oldham@luht.scot.nhs.uk on tel: 0131 537 1917 or 01506 523164 or Catherine Innes, 
Transfusion Practitioner (RIE, RHSC, Liberton) at Catherine.Innes@luht.scot.nhs.uk on tel: 0131 242 
7531  
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