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18 July 2019  
 
 
Dear colleague 
 
I wanted to write to thank you personally for all your hard work in preparing to move to the 
new Royal Hospital for Children and Young People, the Department of Clinical 
Neurosciences and the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service. I know that you have 
put considerable effort into planning and preparing for the move and I know too that you will 
be disappointed that it has not taken place as planned. I also know that many of you will 
have made personal and domestic plans and changed arrangements to coincide with the 
move and accommodate your planned working location. I am sorry that you have been 
inconvenienced and that the current halt in the move was made with such short notice. 
 
My decision to halt the move was not taken lightly but because, like you, my priority is patient 
safety. We have taken a number of immediate steps to provide further assurance that all 
aspects of the new hospital meet clinical and safety standards and to understand what 
additional work is needed to ensure that the critical care unit meets the 2014 standard for 
ventilation. In doing this we are working closely with the board and will take whatever action 
is needed to allow the move to go ahead safely, if possible in a phased manner, and as soon 
as possible. 
 
In the meantime I want to thank you again for your patience, understanding and all you are 
doing to manage the current situation whilst you continue to provide the high quality patient 
care that is so appreciated. I assure you that we will continue to keep you, patients and 
relatives informed as we make progress. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Jeane Freeman  
Cabinet Secretary  
 

 


